
Phoneme-grapheme correspondences for a Manchester 
accent* 

based on Playing with sounds: A supplement to Progression with 
phonics  

 

Consonants  

consonant 
phonemes 

NLS 
symbols

representative 
words  

consonant 
phonemes 

NLS 
symbols 

representative 
words  

/b/  b baby  /r/ r rabbit, wrong  

/d/  d dog  /s/  s sun, mouse, 
city, science  

/f/  f field, photo  /t/  t tap  
/ɡ/  g game  /v/ v van  
/h/  h hat  /w/  w was  
/ʤ/ j judge, giant, 

barge  
/j/  y yes  

/k/  k cook, quick, mix, 
Chris  

/z/  z zebra, please, is  

/l/ l lamb  /ð/ th then  
/m/ m monkey, comb  /θ/ th thin  

/n/  n nut, knife, gnat  /ʧ/ ch chip, watch  

/ŋ/  ng sink  
ring (variation) 

/ʃ/ sh ship, mission, 
chef  

/p/  p  paper  /ʒ/ zh treasure  
 
Notes on consonants: 
 
• ring: the letter sequence <ng> may represent two sounds, /ŋ/ + /ɡ/  (NLS /ng/ + /g/). 
•  /ð/ and /θ/: although the sounds at the start of then and thin are represented by the same 
NLS symbol (/th/), they are in all accents two separate phonemes. 
 
 



Vowels  

vowel 
phonemes  

NLS 
symbols 

representative 
words  

vowel 
phonemes 

NLS 
symbols 

representative words  

/a/  a  cat, fast, laugh  /ʊ/  oo  good, would, put  
plug, love (variation) 
look (variation) 

/ɛ/  e  peg, bread  /ɑː/  ar  cart, father, calm 

/ɪ/  i pig, wanted  /ɜː/  ur  burn, first, term, 
heard, work  

/ɒ/  o log, want /ɔː/  au  torn, door, warn, 
haul, law, call  

/ʌ/  u  often not present  
plug, love 

/ə/  er  wooden, circus, sister  

/eɪ/  ae pain, day, gate, 
station  

/aʊ/  ow  down, shout  

/iː/  ee sweet, heat, thief, 
these  

/ɔɪ/  oi coin, boy  

/aɪ/  ie  tried, light, my, 
shine, mind  

/eə/  air  stairs, bear, hare  

/əʊ/  oe  road, blow, bone, 
cold  

/ɪə/  ear  fear, beer, here  

/uː/  ue  moon, blue, grew, 
tune 
look (variation) 

/ʊə/  ure  pure, tourist  

 
Notes on vowels 
 
• /a/: words such as fast would have /a/ rather than /ɑː/ (NLS /ar/). 
• /ʌ/ (NLS /u/): this vowel is often not present. Words such as plug, love would typically 
have the /ʊ/ (NLS /oo/) phoneme; for some speakers these words may have the /ə/ (NLS 
/er/) phoneme instead. 
• words such as one and none may have /ɒ/ (NLS /o/) rather than /ʌ/ or /ʊ/. 
• words with the letter sequence <oo> before <k> (e.g. look, book) will have /ʊ/ for many 
speakers, but will have /uː/ (NLS /ue/) for some speakers.  
• /ʊə/ (NLS /ure/): this phoneme may be absent from a Manchester accent (as from many 
others), in which case speakers will use /ɔː/ (NLS /au/). 
 
 
 
* applicable for the Greater Manchester area; does not include rhotic accents (e.g. 
Blackburn) where words such as cart and work have an /r/ before the final consonant. 


