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WHY THIS WORKSHOP? 

• Developing linguistic expertise for the language 
classroom 

• A need for more ‘Language’ in discussion of 
language teaching 

•  Providing a platform for communication between 
researchers and language teaching professionals 



COMPLEXITY IN CLASSROOM 

•  Wide range of day-to-day challenges:  
 classroom behaviour, 
 limited resources,  
 maintaining paper trails, 
 parental expectations, 
 pressure to teach to exam requirements 

•  Wide range of expertise needed:  
 Specific language and culture, 
 Linguistics/ Language acquisition 



FORMAL LINGUISTICS AND 
CLASSROOM?

•  Formal linguistic research contributing  
to resources for grammar teaching, e.g.  

        (www.englicious.org) 
•  L2 Research findings on what CAN be acquired and what canNOT be 

readily acquired:  
 Feature Reassembly Hypothesis (Lardiere, 1998) 
 Bottleneck Hypothesis (Slabakova 2008) 
 Interface Hypothesis (Sorace 2005) 

 
•  If NOT acquired, can it be learned: Can instruction lead to acquisition/

learning of knowledge? 



WHO ARE WE? 

• Wide range of expertise in the room 
  

Ø  Teachers of Arabic, Chinese, English, French, German, Italian, 
Japanese, Russian, Spanish … 

Ø  At secondary, tertiary institutions, HE and FE, etc., 
targeting the full range of learner proficiency levels  

Ø  Researchers in linguistics and second language acquisition 
(syntax, morphology, semantics, corpus linguistics...) 

 
 



BUILDING NETWORKS 

NISSLL (Network for the  
Interdisciplinary Study of Second  
Language Acquisition) 

MiLL (Meaning in Language Learning) 

	

	

	
Network	for	the	Interdisciplinary	Study	of	Language	Learning	

	

	

	

	
Towards	new	perspectives	on	researching		

language	learning	in	the	classroom	
 

Thursday 13 February 2014 
Conference Room, Humanities Research Institute (HRI) 

University of Sheffield 
 
Language teachers and language learning researchers are invited to participate in this 
new Network for the Interdisciplinary Study of Language Learning. The network 
aims to find ways in which teachers and researchers can share knowledge and 
expertise about language learning, and develop innovative research projects relating 
to language learning in the classroom. If you would like to find out about language 
learning from different perspectives, and contribute your own know-how to the 
debate, please come to the meeting. To register, or for more information, contact 
Heather Marsden (heather.marsden@york.ac.uk). Participation is free. Lunch and 
refreshments are included. 
 
Venue address: Humanities Research Institute, 34 Gell Street, Sheffield, S3 7QY 
Directions: http://www.shef.ac.uk/hri/findus 
 
 
Programme 
 
11.00: Network pre-meeting and coffee/tea 

• Chance for network members to meet and find out language 
learning interests 

 
12.00: Welcome + introduction 
12.10: Talk by Emma Marsden (York): Experiences of classroom research on 

language learning 
12.50: Food for thought: some questions about your views on research in 

language learning, for discussion during lunch and plenary 
13.00: Lunch + informal discussion  
13.30: Plenary discussion of interests/questions identified during lunch 
 
14.00: 
        
     
        

 
Network meeting 

• Identify ideas for research projects that the network may be able to 
develop 

• Decide on format and content of network survey of beginning 
language learners 

• Discuss ideas for colloquium at EuroSLA 
• Agenda for next meeting 

15.45: Close 
	

http://millnetwork.org 
@MiLL_network 
 



WORKSHOPS SO FAR 

2010:  York 
2011: Chicago 
2013: Florida 
2014: Sheffield, York, Leeds 
2015: Southhampton, York, Leeds, Sheffield 
2016: Sheffield,  
 



PROGRAMME TODAY 

•  Florence Myles (Essex): 
 ‘The role of  ‘Chunks’ in Second Language learning and teaching’ 

•  Tom Rankin (Vienna): 
 ‘Linguistics, Education and how to do things with Syntax’ 

•  Elaine Lopez (Leeds): 
 ‘Teaching the unteachable: articles in the L2 English Classroom’ 

•  Sophie Hentschel (Harrogate Grammar School): 
 ‘Teaching L1 and L2 grammar in the modern language classroom’ 



SOME QUESTIONS FOR THE DAY 

•  Are developments of formal linguistics making their way into 
teaching materials or teaching practices? 

•  Do my learners struggle with aspects of language that aren’t 
adequately addressed in existing teaching materials?  

•  What useful way are there for dealing with challenging areas of 
language development? 

•  How can the experience of teachers feed back into the 
classroom research in a way that is beneficial to the classroom 
context? 

•  Is this focus on formal linguistic research justified? 



 
http://millnetwork.org 

@MiLL_network 
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 If this is an agenda I agree with… 
   What can I do to contribute to it? 


